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Start: September 25th

Frequency: once a week 2 hours zoom (all participants)
- private (individual) communication with each participant 5 days a week
- one group session once a week (Saturday)

Duration: 10 weeks
Group: 20 participants worldwide
Language: English



The OUTPUT:

Zine + online publication at friendly resources (festi-
vals, magazines, etc.)

The FEEDBACK:

The participants get actual feedback on the material 
they present as well as they get the feedback on creative 
process. The goal of the tutors is to encourage artists 
to develop their unique styles in art, help to overcome 
burnouts, ups and downs and other obstacles that may 
occur during developing a project. There also will be 
useful tips regarding work with curators, galleries, fes-
tivals and the market.

THE COSTS: 

200 EUR per participant. 20 EUR per session. There is 
also a possibility to pay partly. Like 2 lessons/4 lessons/
etc. Payment methods are: Paypal or VISA. The dis-
counts are also discussible

The CORE TOPICS 
We are developing the themes the participants choose 
themselves, working on their life stories, their experi-
ences, their dreams. The goal is to uncover each par-
ticipant’s unique voice, strenghten visual languages, 
uncover their feelings on chosen theme and present it 
through art. The participants choose the themes and 
topics by themselves. 

REQUIREMENTS

First, participants send us their portfolios, and at the 
first group meeting we discuss all submitted projects, 
discuss what participants are planning to work on. We 
choose the theme for each participant at the first group 
meeting.

The STRUCTURE 

There will be presentations on modern photography and 
art, discussions about work of leading artists of moder-
nity. There also will be discussions on approaches, and 
different ways to work with photography and other me-
dia. There also will be lectures by invited artists.

ABOUT THE COURSE



3.

We do several lessons with discus-
sions and inspirations, discussing 
what photography is and why we 
see visual poetry (mixing with oth-
er genres) as the key to photography 
and work with the light. We present 
works of artists we admire and ex-
plain why we love them, to encourage 
participants to love art and process 
of creation. The goal of the course 
is to encourage participants to keep 
working after the course.

1.

We focus on laboratorial work, group, 
collective progress as strongly as on 
individual success of each partici-
pant. We develop one project, one 
body of work per person. 

2.

The results of the laboratory to be 
published online at some friendly 
media.



Timeline: 
Sept 25th
Group meeting one: 
Discussing works of participants and choosing themes to work on during the course

Space between group sessions: developing the body of works, working on chosen 
themes

Oct 2nd
Group meeting two:
Presentation and photography talk, discussing work of other artists for inspiration; 
lecture about photography

Space between group sessions: developing the body of works, working on chosen 
themes

Oct 9th
Group meeting three:
Topic: Philosophy of photography, light as medium, and darkness as a balancing 
force. Discussion on perception of photography not as image or a picture, but as 
energetic print. If you see, feel and remember, if you share the experience – others 
will feel it too. We see not with the eyes, but sense with the skin and heart – it re-
sponds to the memory and experience, that is inherent in visible, in what we share 
with the image.
Working with projects of the participants.

Space between group sessions: developing the body of works, working on chosen 
themes

Oct 16th
Approaches and techniques. Working with light in different media, using tools that 
can help to deliver the idea. Working with music, video, text, image, performance 
and installation as with all forms of light and shadow, necessary to achieve the right 
presentation of the idea.

Space between group sessions: developing the body of works, working on chosen 
themes

Oct 23rd
Invited Artist: Mikhail Kirilin.
Presentation and lecture about digital art, art and philosophy, art and freedom of 
expression

Space between group sessions: developing the body of works, working on chosen 
themes

Oct 30th
Invited artist: Katka Prackova.

Space between group sessions: developing the body of works, working on chosen 
themes

Nov 6th
Invited Artist: Ekaterina Berestova

Composition and visual storytelling

Space between group sessions: developing the body of works, working on chosen 
themes

Nov13th
Selection process, combination and sequence. Presentation online and offline, pub-
lications, exhibitions. Work with galleries and agents, festivals, museums, etc.

Space between group sessions: developing the body of works, working on chosen 
themes

Nov 20th
Final discussion of all projects by participants

Space between group sessions: developing the body of works, working on chosen 
themes, preparing the publication and final presentation of the course

Nov 27th
Presentation of the work, done by students. Open discussion



About the tutors
Nikita Pirogov 
Nikita is a photographer, artist and poet who were born in Len-
ingrad, USSR, in 1989. He studied in RGISI (Saint-Petersburg, 
Russia) and has an MFA from IED Madrid (Madrid, Spain). His 
works were exhibited in Russia, Italy, France, The Netherlands, 
Denmark, Latvia, Slovakia, Portugal, USA, Brazil, China, Cam-
bodia, Fiji and South Korea at such venues as FotoFest Interna-
tional, Houston, TX, USA; Month of Photography in Bratisla-
va, Slovakia; Photovisa Biennial of Photography in Krasnodar, 
Russia, Festival of Photography in Pingyao, Shanxi, China, CLIF 
in Curitiba, Brazil and many others. His works are in the collec-
tions of State Russian Museum in Saint-Petersburg, Russia, Gal-

leri Image in Aarhus, Denmark, Festival Images in Vevey, Switzerland, in Indian Photography 
Archive, as well as in private collections in North America, Europe and Asia. Pirogov partici-
pated in conference “Photography as an art: Current trends in study and the history of national 
schools” (Moscow, Russia), as well as had lectures and public talks at FotoFest International 
(Houston, TX, USA) and in Fotografika (Saint-Petersburg, Russia). As a poet he participated 
in festival of free verse and a festival of new poets (Moscow), at a parallel program of “Manifes-
ta”, as well as in many poetry readings events in Moscow and Saint-Petersburg. He is a winner 
of portfolio reviews in Bratislava, Slovakia, Vienna, Austria and Moscow, Russia. He has got 
several prizes and awards, including 1st place at Kurekhin’s Award, 1st place at the festival of 
video poetry “Fifth leg” as well as prize at the festival of photography in Dali, Yunnan, China, 
a nomination for International Photography Grant and a scholarship from IED Madrid, Spain. 
His works were published internationally in many catalogues, books and magazines, includ-
ing 1000words, Eikon, Lensculture, The Telegraph, Photography Monthly, Photoworld, Dansk 
Fotografie, Bird in flight, Phases and many others. He currently lives and works in Siem Reap, 
Cambodia

https://www.nikitapirogov.com/



Mikhail Kirilin 
Mikhail (born in 1980 in Leningrad, USSR) from early 
childhood was fond of history, literature and informat-
ics. He studied in a school with author’s program that 
included theatre, museum work and intensified study of 
history of Saint-Petersburg. Later he was fond of recon-
struction of historical events, studied fencing and was 
writing scenarios for the role plays. Starting at age 17 he 
has been studying occult traditions of Scandinavia and 
Russian North that led him to serious study of history 
and philosophy. Researches in this field are continued 
until today. Since 2016 he lives in Cambodia, studying 
traditions and culture of this Asian country in the con-
text of his previous researches. He practices generative 
art around a year, starting in 2020; it also came out as one 
of the aspects of his research.

https://www.behance.net/mikhailkirilinmk



KATKA PRAČKOVÁ | KATARÍNA BEŇADIK

“As an artist, I am interested in exploring the mystery that lies 
between what the eye sees and what lies hidden from it at a given 
point in time. I am not looking for answers: I prefer provoking 
questions, as I find the experience itself to be most important.”

Born in Czechoslovakia, Pračková is a self taught photographer 
who holds master’s degrees in Strategic Management from the 
Comenius University in Bratislava, Slovakia and in Business and
Marketing from the University of Economy in Bratislava, Slova-
kia. Between 2008-2009, she studied Art History and Aesthetics at 
Kunsthochschule in Kassel, Germany. The work of Katka Pračková 
primarily reflects her interest in portraiture. Over the last two de-
cades, she also, consistently, returns to her exploration of water: 
she is drawn to the question of the water memory. Her art is full of 
layers that illustrate her thoughts about the possibilities and limits 
of the photographic medium. With this, symbols, allusions, and 
tension between the hidden and unveiled constitute the sense and 
intensity of meanings. In recent years, she worked in various col-
laborations. She’s applied photography to create sculptures, jewel-
ry, fashion accesories and art performances. Pračková is looking 
to showcase her art at open public spaces, thus creating live inter-
action with the audience. Through utilization of special locations 
such as high altitudes, deserted or underwater areas, etc., she is 

able to give her art freedom to be in a space to which it and those observing can resonate with. Her works are 
part of the permanent collection of Bibliothèque Nationale de France, Haus der Fotografie Vienna (Austria), 
House of Photography Poprad (Slovakia), Galéria Mesta Prievidza (Slovakia), and private collections worlwide.
Her art has been exhibited in several solo and group exhibitions internationally and it has been published in 
various catalogues, magazines, and web publications

https://prackova.com/



Ekaterina Berestova

Born in St. Petersburg in 1992, Ekaterina is a self-taught artist / painter / graphic artist.
She has been photographing since 2010. In 2017 she began to shoot consciously, to develop di-
rections that can be characterized as psychedelic photography, expressionism, the embodiment 
of subconscious images through reality. In 2018 she became a member of the Union of Artists 
“Solaris” and also that year she became a member of the Union of Photo Artists of Russia. In 
2018  she was living in Moscow and practicing photography in different genres. In 2019  she 
was teaching a course on the subject “The Analytical Art of Composition”.

“My photographs, in addition to my studio work, are a visual diary.
In a portrait I look for timelessness, that perspective when a person is what he was “always”, in 
the truest sense of the word. Yesterday, today and tomorrow.

It is so amazing to show / demonstrate your innermost observations, although the intimacy is 
lost in the very act of taking a picture and showing it to public. I like the complexity of the pho-
tographic process: we are limited by space / form, before us there is a world of the visible. Art 
penetrates and liberates, talks about what our city, our home, etc. is - the objectivity that sur-
rounds us. We are not able to see what is inside and outside at the same time. We do not know 
what came before it, how it was built. What happened and will happen inside and around, how-
ever, fantasy and creative process can give this retrospective of the future ... “

https://katya-berestova.photographer.ru/



Registration
1. Send a motivation letter explaining why 
are you interested in the course and what do 
you expect

2. Send a portfolio / link to a website 

to the email: nppirogov@gmail.com
no later than September 24th

See you!


